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Village finally gets youth 
centre after 20 year wait 



■ FORMER factory worker Sam Mather cuts the ribbon on the Garages 
Youth Centre watched by invited guests and centre users 


MORE than 150 people attended the of¬ 
ficial opening of Hemyock’s Garages 
Youth Centre, after a 20 year wait for a 
youth centre facility in the village. 

The centre, which is located in the 
garages of the former St Ivel Milk factory 
at Millhayes, was opened by former fac¬ 
tory worker Sam Mather during a cer- 
mony attended by John Hart, Leader of 
Devon Council; Neil Parish MP and John 
Berry of Mid-Devon Council, as well as 
councillors from the parishes of Hemyock 
and Clayhidon and young people from the 
village. 

Following a ribbon cutting , youngsters 
served homemade cakes made by centre 
users who attend the youth club on Friday 
evenings. 

Heather Stallard, Chairman of the 
Garages Youth Centre committee said it 
was a relief that the village finally had a 
centre for young people. 

She said: “I can’t quite believe it. It has 
taken years to get this off the ground and 
one did wonder if it was ever going to 
happen. About four or five years ago we 
were almost there and thought it would go 
ahead but then everything collapsed.” 

She addded: “The young people are 
thrilled.” 

The parish council’s idea for a youth 


centre came about almost 22 years ago 
when they explored the puchase of the old 
Methodist Chapel. They then looked at 
purchasing the Old Telephone Exchange 
but found the building was not suitable. 
When the St Ivel Milk factory closed the 
parish council made a deal with developer 
Bloors, who developed the site which is 
now Lower Millhayes, to acquire the old 
factory canteen and garages. Since then 
the council has worked hard to generate 
the funds to transform the garages into a 
centre for young people, with plans pro¬ 
gressing and subsequently falling through 
at various times over the years. 

A break came in 2007 when Devon 
County Council sold Exeter Airport and 
funding became available for community 
projects. Funding for the project has also 
come from the Making it Local Scheme, 
Hemyock Parish Council, and from the 
Devon Youth Services, as well as from 
community donations and fundraising 
events. 

The Garages features a sports hall, with 
table tennis facilities, a youth club room, 
pool table, games console, table top foot¬ 
ball, TV, CD player and tuck shop. It is 
also hoped to develop a sound proof 
music room so that teens can make their 
own music and perform their own gigs. 


Club night is held on Friday evenings 
from 6.30pm to 9pm. The centre is avail¬ 
able for community use, with circuit 
training on Monday and Wednesday 
evenings, Zumba classes on Monday 
morning and the Cubs and Scouts also 
make regular use of the facility. 


If any adults are interested in volunteer¬ 
ing to run club sessions or can offer any 
skill they may have which might be use¬ 
ful in holding special workshops, or 
would like more information, they should 
contact Sue Scantlebury on 01823 
681393. 
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Flying visit from feathered 
friends at Brightside club 

MEMBERS of the regular 
“Brightside” session in Hemyock 
were treated to a flying visit from 
some feathered friends. 

Helen Toye of the Owl Education 
Centre brought along some owls to 
meet the members at a recent get 
together at the Blackdown Hills 
Healthy Living Centre, Hemyock. 

The Brightside club formed in 
August 2013 and meets fortnightly. 

It is for older independent people 
who might feel isolated, lonely or 
would like to meet people and 
make friends. 

There is an emphasis on fun, with 
lots of different activities going on 
including quizzes, skittles, crafts, 
talks and trips. 

For more information about 
Brightside, or the next activity, 
contact brightside@bhlac.org.uk 
or 01823 680687. 

Transport can be arranged should 
it be needed. 




■ HELEN Toye of the Owl Education Centre brought along 
some owls to meet the members at the Brightside Club at The 
Blackdown Hills Healthy Living Centre 



■ AFTER a very wet winter, Uffculme Bowling Club opened the 2014 outdoor season on a 
glorious spring afternoon. 

The traditional opening of the green was by performed by president Tessa Shere and vice- 
president Roger Purrington, watched by club members who then were able to sample the 
green after work had been carried out during the off season. 


Children release 
salmon in to river 

CHILDREN from Stockland Academy have re¬ 
leased 50 tiny salmon fry into a local stream 
after watching them hatch and grow in their 
classroom. 

The little fish - just one batch of 6,000 
salmon raised by the Axe Vale Rivers Associ¬ 
ation - were taken from the aerated and 
cooled tank where they grew during a period 
of seven weeks before being released in the 
heart of the village on a tributary of the River 
Yarty. 

After finding their individual territories they 
will stay in the river for a year or more before 
migrating to sea and then may travel as far as 
Greenland across the Atlantic before returning 
in three or four years time. 

Two other local junior schools - Chardstock 
and Hawkchurch - took part in the Salmon In 
Schools Project, backed by the Westcountry 
Rivers Trust, East Devon Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty, Dorset AONB and the Depart¬ 
ment for the Environment, Food and Rural af¬ 
fairs. 

Each child released a fish. Children also 
caught and studied the “creepie crawlies” - 
such as water fleas and fly larvae - found in 
the local stream. By counting the numbers of 
such invertebrates experts can tell the quality 
of the water. 

Atlantic salmon are under threat because of 
disease, overfishing at sea, and face severe 
breeding problems because they need clear 
water and clean gravel to lay their eggs. 

Some local streams have become unsuit¬ 
able because of silt washed down from the 
land. 
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Mums have Christmas all wapped up 

Friends launch charity appeal to help buy toys for needy children 



From left is Project Wrapped Up 2014 founder Alice Burns, with volunteer friends Louise 
Harding, Karla Tadgell, and Clare Merchant, and inset Laura Hardy 


A SOCIAL media campaign has been launched by 
five young Wellington and Taunton women to provide 
toys for children and families facing extreme financial 
difficulty this Christmas. 

Project Wrapped Up 2014 has grown in leaps and 
bounds since it was founded in the new year by Alice 
Bums, of Mantle Street, Wellington. 

Alice and friends Clare Merchant, Karla Tadgell, 
Louise Harding, and Laura Hardy, are collecting “pre¬ 
loved” toys in good working order and clothing for 
babies and children up to five years of age. 

The items will then be sold at a series of table top 
sales to raise money to buy new toys to be given to 
the national charity Action for Children, which will 
gift them at Christmas to some of the needy families 
with whom it works. 

Alice said: “As a mother of two young boys I found 
it too expensive to afford Christmas presents and I 
could only manage to buy second-hand for my chil¬ 
dren which made me feel like I was letting them down 
in some way. 

“But then I realised there are many families out there 
who cannot even afford to buy presents which are sec¬ 
ond-hand, or what we call pre-loved, as they are fac¬ 
ing really extreme financial challenges. 

“So, I got together with friends who all empathised 
and wanted help those less fortunate children, and we 
called ourselves Project Wrapped Up 2014 and 
teamed up with Action for Children, as they are a 
recognised national charity in their field. 

“Doing it this way means we can recycle pre-loved 
items to help local fa mili es while at the same time rais¬ 
ing money which can be used to provide new toys for 
children who may never before have been given some¬ 
thing new at Christmas.” 

Project Wrapped Up 2014 volunteer Karla, of Olands 
Road, Wellington, said: “No parent should have to tell 
their child that Santa will not be coming this year. 
Every child deserves a magical Christmas. 

“We put the Project Wrapped Up 2014 campaign on 
Facebook and other social media because this is famil¬ 
iar to our generation, and there has been an absolutely 


staggering response, with lots and lots of donations of 
toys and clothing which we can now recycle and turn 
into cash.” 

Project Wrapped Up 2014 can arrange collection of 
donations of pre-loved toys and children’s clothes in 
an area stretching from Tiverton, in Devon, to Bridg¬ 
water, in Somerset. 

More than a dozen local businesses have also 
pledged support for Project Wrapped Up 2014. 


Project Wrapped Up 2014 can be found on the inter¬ 
net via the link https://rn.facebook.com/pro- 
jectwrappedup?_user=517253274. 

Anybody who wants to get in touch with Project 
Wrapped Up 2014 can email pro- 
jectwrappedup2014@hotmail .co .uk. 

Action for Children provides services and support 
for the most vulnerable and neglected children, young 
people, and their fa mili es across the UK. 


Church supports foodbank 

IN the past 12 months Taunton Foodbank has 
supplied almost 1,500 people with three days 
emergency food. 

With this in mind, St Mary’s Church, Hemyock, 
have decided to support the charity and from 
April a box to accept tinned and dried donations 
has been placed at the back of the church. 

The church is open from 9am to 5pm every 
day. If anyone feels they would like to support 
the charity, they can leave donations at any time 
or take them along to a church service. 

There will also be a box for donations at the 
charity and coffee shop when open. 

Please contact jbawler1947@hotmail.co.uk or 
phone 07773579809 for more information. 
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Working our Woodlands 


COPPICING is a part of our ances¬ 
tral heritage, since the beginning we 
have coppiced for fuel and timber. 

Beyond this it is acknowledged as 
an important process of creating di¬ 
versity in woodland structural layers, 
and plays an important role ecologi¬ 
cally as well. 

Alasdair Nicoll an arb consultant in 
the Cotswolds said: “When trees are 
severely pruned as they are during 
coppicing and pollarding, the bulk of 
the tree’s photosynthetic area is re¬ 
moved along with potential energy 
stored as starch. 

“The tree must rapidly produce new 
photosynthetic area (leaf) or it will 
die. This growth comes from two 
types of buds. If you look along the 
stem and base you will see dormant 
buds there will also be more under 
the bark.” 

All makes sense because I know 
normally these buds are suppressed 
and once coppiced these buds are 
kick started into life, to produce a fast 
growth. 

Age matters, the older the stool the 
more likely it is to respond slower, 
also the dormant buds in younger 
stools seem to react quicker. Deer 
control is extremely important as 
they will go for those new shoots and 
deform the stool. 

If you want to see working horses 
in their work place there is a unique 
opportunity for you to take your fam¬ 
ily along on Saturday, May 10th to a 
wood near Crowcombe (see our web 
site for details 


with John Greenshields 

www.woodbiz .co .uk/e vents). 

I have just heard of an horrific ac¬ 
cident caused by the misuse of a 
chainsaw and safety equipment, 
please please, make sure you have 
ALL the appropriate safety clothing. 
I will not go into the gory details but 
suffice to say this person will lose 
most of the use of his right foot, be¬ 
cause he was wearing Wellington 
boots. 

It does not mater if you don’t have 
a chainsaw ticket and you are work¬ 
ing in your own wood, it is still irre¬ 
sponsible not to wear full safety 
clothing. Think of your loved ones! 

We are running safety awareness 
days through the year. The May one 
is fully booked but there is another in 
September (see website for details) 
these days are designed for people 
who are working on their own in their 
own woods and are limited to only 
eight per course. 

On a lighter note the preparation for 
the Blackdown Woodland Fair is well 
under way. We hope to have the 
Blackdown Camera Obscura this 
year and lots of kids activities along 
with the usual attractions. 

Hopefully our family steam rack 
saw will be working (that’s if we can 
get it fixed by then). 

If you think you can help in spread¬ 
ing the word please drop me a line 
and I can send publicity material to 
you, whether a poster for the village 
hall, or leaflets. 

My usual contacts are 01823 
660764 parkfarm @ tiny online .co .uk. 


MST AUCTIONEERS 
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New homes needed for 
Feme’s 6 Easter bunnies’ 



■ FERNE Animal Sanctuary staff holding rabbits Elsa, Peter and Bella 


FERNE Animal Sanctu¬ 
ary staff at Wambrook, 
near Chard, celebrated 
Easter with fluffy ears, 
Rosie Rabbit - and some 
real, live bunnies. 

The sanctuary is cur¬ 
rently home to 21 adult 
Easter bunnies and five 
baby bunnies. Sister rab¬ 
bits, 18-month old Elsa 
and Bella (pictured) are 
now seeking a home 
where they can stay to¬ 
gether. 

Peter rabbit (also pic¬ 
tured) is only 10-months- 
old and arrived at the 
sanctuary with Elsa and 
Bella. He is now a very 
popular permanent resi¬ 
dent. 

Naomi Clarke, Head of 
Animal Care said: “Now 
is a perfect time to visit 
the sanctuary and we 
would like to invite 
everyone to come and see 
not just our beautiful 
Easter bunnies, but all the 
other animals too. 

“Although we don’t ad¬ 
vise it, people are often 
given rabbits as Easter 


presents. If a rabbit is re¬ 
ceived instead of an 
Easter egg - or perhaps 
someone is thinking 
about getting one in the 
future - the main things 
to consider are that they 
need a good diet. This 
should be dry rabbit food 
as well as suitable fruit 
and veg. It’s commonly 
thought that rabbits like 
lettuce - but this can ac¬ 
tually upset their stom¬ 
achs! 

“Also, not everyone re¬ 
alises that rabbits do need 
to be vaccinated. A local 
vet is the best person to 
give advice on this.” 

Feme Animal Sanctu¬ 
ary recently launched its 
“New Digs For Dogs” 
£1 million project for 
2014/15 to build a new 
enhanced kennel block, 
improved grooming and 
veterinary care room, in¬ 
formation hub, social 
unit, offices, reception 
and purpose built rehom¬ 
ing centre at their site at 
Wambrook. 

Jenny Wheadon, Direc¬ 


tor at Feme Animal 
Sanctuary said: “A quick 
update on our “New Digs 
for Dogs” appeal reveals 
we have already reached 
£37,000 towards our goal 
of £500,000 which is 
amazing!” 

“We’re doubly excited 
as some of our ‘New 
Digs for Dogs’ promo¬ 
tional material is now 
ready. So, if there is any¬ 
one out there who could 


help by putting up a 
poster - for instance in a 
shop, pub or a business - 
we would be very grate¬ 
ful. Just give us a ring or 
pop in.” 

Feme Animal Sanctu¬ 
ary currently provides a 
safe and comfortable 
home for more than 300 
unwanted and abandoned 
animals. During 2013, 
Feme Animal Sanctuary 
found homes for 343 un¬ 


wanted dogs and cats, as 
well as foster homes for 
13 horses. It receives an¬ 
imals and finds homes 
for them within a 40-mile 
radius of Chard, which 
includes Devon, Dorset 
and Somerset. 

Fundraising packs for 
the appeal and details of 
how to donate can be ob¬ 
tained by calling Feme 
Animal Sanctuary on 
01460 65214. 


Blackdown Hills Transition Group 

From small acoms, large oaks grow 
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STOCK CLEARANCE: New good quality oak & pine furniture. 

COMPUTERS, HOUSE CLEARANCES, ENGINEERING, PLANT AND MA¬ 
CHINERY, FORKLIFTS, WOODWORKING, WAREHOUSE EQUIPMENT, ETC 


or catalogues & further information: www.mstauctioneers.co.uk 
Tel: 01404 891S33 Fax: 01404 891655 


THE Guardian recently 
reported those who think 
they are immune from 
climate change, will suf¬ 
fer more expensive and 
bitter coffee as the coffee 
growers find themselves 
unable to cope with the 
effects of climate 
change. 

The Guardian was re¬ 
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NURSERIES 

Cullompton 

Tree & Shrub Specialists 

Native, Ornamental & 
Specimen Trees 
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Shrubs and Hedging 
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Expert and friendly advice 
Planting service 

Tel: 01884 266 361 

dulford.nurseries@virgin.net 

www.dulford-nurseries.co.uk 



porting on a report re¬ 
leased on March 31st 
2014 by the United Na¬ 
tions Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) Fifth 
Amendement stating 
that: “Warming of the 
climate system is un¬ 
equivocal, and since the 
1950s, many of the ob¬ 
served changes are un¬ 
precedented over 
decades to millennia. 

“The atmosphere and 
ocean have warmed, the 
amounts of snow and 
ice have diminished, sea 
level has risen, and the 
concentrations of green¬ 
house gases have in¬ 
creased,” and that “It is 
extremely likely that 
human influence has 
been the dominant cause 
of the observed warm¬ 
ing since the mid-20th 
century and that limiting 
climate change will re¬ 
quire substantial and 
sustained reductions of 
greenhouse gas emis¬ 
sions.” 

This winter has been 
the wettest and perhaps 


an indication that living 
with climate change is 
acutely felt by farmers. 
Some local farmers in 
the Blackdown Hills 
have commented that it 
is increasingly harder to 
plan ahead given the un¬ 
certainty and vicarious¬ 
ness of the weather in 
recent years and predic¬ 
tions of the same in the 
years ahead. 

At the same time as 
the IPCC report was 
published the press was 
alive with further com¬ 
ments suggesting that 
the Tory Party manifesto 
in preparation for the 
2015 general election 
will contain clauses that 
will limit wind farm de¬ 
velopment and reduce 
subsidies for wind farms 
generally, on the 
grounds that they are 
unsightly in rural land¬ 
scapes. This is a little 
ironic given the present 
coalition government’s 
enthusiastic support for 
shale gas development. 

All is not lost, we as a 
country are still one of 


the leaders in meeting 
our carbon emission tar¬ 
gets and despite some 
rather contradictory pol¬ 
icy statements from all 
the major parties on the 
issues of climate change 
and energy depletion 
there are ways in which 
we can all help in our 
own small way to con¬ 
tribute to a much larger 
picture of a reduction in 
C02, conserving re¬ 
sources and developing 
alternative cleaner en¬ 
ergy. 

The last few years 
have seen a number of 
developments in the 
Blackdown Hills as we 
all become aware of the 
necessity of changing to 
contribute. 

Community energy 
schemes particularly 
solar PV panels on com¬ 
munity hall roofs, sup¬ 
porting community 

shops, local markets and 
the production of local 
produce, recycling, 
freecycle, negotiating 
local planning Section 
106 agreements to in¬ 


clude affordable and so¬ 
cial housing using sus¬ 
tainable, energy 

efficient and environ¬ 
mentally friendly build¬ 
ing methods. I would 
suggest that these are 
just as important as the 
need for a stronger com¬ 
mitment politically. 

If we all do our own 
bit in our own backyard 
then from small acorns 
large oaks grow. 

The next meeting of 
the Blackdown Hills 
Transition Group will be 
held on a Tuesday, at 
10th June at 7.30pm at 
the York Inn Churchin- 
ford, TA3 7RF. 

If you fancy meeting 
others with a concern 
for local resilience to 
meet the challenges of 
climate change and en¬ 
ergy depletion come 
along and join in. Con¬ 
tact us via the website 
www.blackdownhill- 
stransition.org. 

Jim Rogan 
Chair , Blackdown 
Hills Transition Group 
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Blackdowns clubs and societies 


BISHOPSWOOD LADIES 

THE annual general meeting began with the 
chairman’s report. 

Tricia Taylor said the past year had been a very 
varied one, with social evenings, interesting talks 
and demonstrations, and visits to the Allhallows 
Museum of lace in Honiton and to Bath and the 
American Museum. 

She thanked programme secretary Rosemary 
Robson for making all this possible. 

Treasurer Rosemary Ward-Smith then circu¬ 
lated the accounts which showed a very healthy 
bank balance. 

The committee stays the same except for one 
change, the replacement of Rose Gratton for 
Pamela Bamber, who is retiring. Pamela was pre¬ 
sented with a delightful basket of roses in thanks 
for her years on the committee, during which time 
she has been both treasurer and secretary. 

This part of the meeting then closed with the 
re-election of chairman, Tricia Taylor. 

The skittles group had played three matches 
during the month and unusually, lost two of them. 
Nine ramblers, led by Mary Gusterson and Rose¬ 
mary Robson, had an undulating walk from Chard 
where good views were enjoyed as compensation 
for a rather wet and cold lunch in Wambook 
churchyard. 

There followed a talk by Gavin Saunders, for¬ 
mer project manager of the Neroche Scheme, who 
is now a director of the Neroche Woodlanders, a 
not-for-profit community enterprise formed to 
welcome people into the woods. 

The Woodlanders’ activities take place in a 
small area of the Neroche Forest near Staple Fitz- 
paine. Their work is focused on disadvantaged 
families, but to finance this they run a variety of 
activites for the general public and for commer¬ 
cial companies. 

Children from difficult circumstances find great 
satisfaction in learning new skills in the freedom 
of the woods and family bonds are strenthened. 
The Woodlanders are able to call on up to 100 
volunteers, who assist in everything from conser¬ 
vation and construction to work with families 

Members then tucked in to copious refresh¬ 
ments provided by Carol Jones, Sandra Lee and 
Victoria Southcott. 



INSPIRING WOMEN 


At the May meeting Richard Kay of Lawrence 
Auctioneers will explain “An Auctioneers 10 
Commandments”. 

Visitors will be very welcome. 

BLACKDOWN HILLS GARDENING CLUB 

THE March meeting began with chairman Gra¬ 
ham Salmon welcoming and giving notices fol¬ 
lowed by secretary Jane Hunt relaying 
information about forthcoming events. 

Graham introduced the evening’s speaker, John 
Sanders, an alpine plant expert and life-long en¬ 
thusiast, who demonstrated how to make a replica 
stone sink out of polystyrene so realistic it had us 
all fooled. 

John took us through every detail and aspect of 
creating correct growing conditions for alpines 
advising to imitate what these plants enjoy in their 
natural habitat, thinking about using height, plac¬ 
ing rocks on an angle, the best site in dappled 
shade with the finished result a delight in minia¬ 
ture. 

John ended with a short slide show of tiny plants 
to include, gentians being my favourite. 

We enjoyed refreshments from Liz Tucker and 
Rita Batchelor also a raffle, lucky for some. 

The first outing is Thursday, May 15th to Sand, 
Sidbury, at 5pm, with a tour of house and idyllic 
six acres of gardens costing £10 including tea and 
cake. 

An excellent turnout of 40 people attended the 
presentation on Peonies and Irises by Sue Apple- 
gate, an ex-member of staff of Kelways Nursery, 
Langport, at the April meeting. 

Secretary Jane Hunt welcomed everybody, gave 


out notices then introduced Sue, who began with 
irises as the focus and showed slides of beautiful 
varieties in many colours. She explained every 
detail of producing these plants on both a com¬ 
mercial scale and for the humble amateur gar¬ 
dener. 

The nationally renowned Kelways Nursery was 
founded in 1861 and regularly exhibits with great 
success at Chelsea Flower Show, amongst others. 
Sue also gave a practical demonstration on plant¬ 
ing and also brought plants for sale. 

Rita Nicholas and Rosemary Arscott organised 
refreshments whilst Geraldine Field sold the 
50/50 sale plants. Caroline Nix and Maureen 
Johnston held the raffle. Alison Sampson sold 
seed potatoes at 50p each for the hotly contested 
heaviest crop and single largest potato classes at 
Upottery Village Show on Saturday August 16th. 

On Wednesday, June 18th members will travel 
to Powderham, at 1.45pm for Toby Buckland’s 
talk on Roses. Everyone is very welcome, mem¬ 
bers or not. Please see www.upottery.com and fol¬ 
low BHGC link for further details and the 
programme. 

HEMYOCK WI 

HEMYOCK WI have had a busy Spring. Hosting 
a round of the Devon Federation’s Quiz was a 
new challenge, but president Lyn Taylor coped 
very well with a willing band of helpers. 

The annual meeting in April found the commit¬ 
tee re-elected en bloc with Lyn still president. 

Lyn congratulated members on coping success¬ 
fully with the spring group meeting where 80 
people were well fed and entertained. With eight 
different WI’s in the group it was a very pleasant 
evening. 

A talk about all that goes on at Paignton Zoo 
was very enlightening. The competition for a 
“Zoo animal in any medium” resulted in Clay- 
hanger winning the shield with Uffculme second 
and Cullompton third. 

Three members have enjoyed the federation’s 
spring council meeting in Torquay when Kate 
Humble was the main guest speaker. 

Arrangements are being made for members oc¬ 
casional lunches and a visit to see Sister Act at 
Torquay is also taking place. 


The meeting in Forbes Lounge on May 
6th will be a talk on the work of the RSPCA 
by Peter Venn. The competitions will be for 
the nicest flower and an animal 
omament.There will be a bring and buy stall 
in aid of the RSPCA. 

SMEATHARPE WI 

MEMBERS and visitors were welcomed to 
the April meeting after which a short talk 
was given by Jill Jones, a yoga instructor, 
lately moved into the community. 

Arrangements were made for an outing to 
Portsmouth in June. Teresa Summerhayes 
was pleased to announce that her skittle team 


had twice been victorious. Treasurer Per- 
nelle Rowe presented the financial statement 
for the past year and Gloria Dobbinson gave 
the secretary’s report reviewing the many ac¬ 
tivities throughout the year. Outgoing presi¬ 
dent Liz Tucker thanked both of them 
warmly for their excellent work; also the 
committee and members for their support, 
wishing everyone continued success for the 
coming year. The new president will be Ca¬ 
role Long. 

Janice Sharman kindly organised a game 
of Family Fortunes to complete the evening. 

Ann Salmon’s Magnolia was voted the 
flower of the month. 


The Merry Harriers 

Forches Comer, Clayhidon Devon 

The Merry Harriers is under new 
management. New Menu now available. 
Richard and the team welcome you to try 
our new sumptious menu. 

Specials available every day, specialising in 
fish and locally sourced meats. 

Light lunch menu also available. 

Opening Times: Tues-Sun lunch 12-3pm 

Tues - Sat eves from 6.30pm 
We are open on bank holidays. 

It is advisable to book on 01823 421270. 
New website: www.themerryharriers.co.uk 


Kent Farm 

Residential Home 

Mill StreetTffculme EX15 3AR 



01884 840144 


21 Single Rooms - 16 en-suite 

2 adapted disabled Respite Rooms with full wet room. 
Specialist 4 bedded Dementia Living Unit available 
Day Care & Respite Care available 
NVQ Level 2,3 & 4 trained staff providing 24 hour care. 
Family & Friends involvement is supported and encouraged. 
Active Residents' Committee. 

Excellent 3 star rating with Care Quality Commission 

***** VACANCIES NOW AVAILABLE ***** 

For individual care package requirements please contact 
Sadie White or Pauleen MaTtrise for informal discussion. 













J 


kentfarmadmin@gmail.com 


Mrs Sadie R White 


www.kent-farm.co.uk 
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Busy summer for tennis club 


HEMYOCK Tennis Club will be 
launching their summer season with 
a special open evening. 

Following a successful winter sea¬ 
son, despite the rain, Hemyock Ten¬ 
nis Club have a number events lined 
up as the summer season begins. 

Coaching for juniors and seniors is 
starting up and the summer leagues 
will begin soon. 

The club are planning a tennis lad¬ 
der and social “mix and match” 
events as well as the usual club ses¬ 
sions. 


Also for new members this year, 
Hemyock Tennis Club are offering 
subscriptions at half price. 

They will be hosting their annual 
open evening on May 30th at 
6.30pm where all ages and levels 
are welcome to go along and have a 
go. 

Members will be there to give help 
and advice and Tony Pryce Sports 
will have a selection of racquets for 
people to try. 

For more information visit www.he- 
myock.org. 


The Old Inn . Kilmington 


6th Annual Beer Festival 


' 


free 



JJBL—Jk 


Sat 31st May 2014 

5.00pm - Late 

104* guest beers & cider £3.00 pt 
Best of the West BBQ Menu of meats 
and fish from across the South West 

Music from: 
Carly and Kaylcigh 6.00 - 7.00pm 
The Window Trees 7.00 - 9 00pm 
Crosswtred 9.00pm - Late 


Tel: 01297 32096 


www.oldinnkilmington.co.uk 


Young Farmers bury time capsule 



DEVON young farmers have 
buried a time capsule at the site of 
the first Young Farmers’ Club 
(YFC) in Hemyock, to commemo¬ 
rate the National Federation of 
Young Farmers’ Clubs’ (NFYFC) 
80th anniversary. 

The ceremony took place at Mil- 
hayes Play Area in Hemyock when 
current and former members of 
NFYFC, were joined by local dig¬ 
nitaries and residents to bury the 
capsule. 

Among the guests was Chairman 
of Mid Devon County Council 
John Berry, Chair of Hemyock 
Parish Council Heather Stallard 
and Councillor Ray Radford, who 
attended on behalf of Neil Parish 
MP. 

Hemyock YFC was first set up in 
1921 and eventually evolved into 
Culm Valley YFC. Among the for¬ 


mer members was 84-year-old 
Brian Clist, a former Club Chair¬ 
man from 1951, who lives on 
Mountshayne Farm in the Culm 
Valley. 

Brian’s father was the first Vice 
Chairman of Hemyock YFC and 
attended the very first Calf Sale on 
the grounds near where the time 
capsule will be buried. His eldest 
son was also Vice Chairman of 
Culm Valley YFC in the 1970s. 

Mr Clist said: “I am delighted 
that Young Farmers’ Clubs are still 
going strong and I feel proud to 
know that my family were mem¬ 
bers of one of the longest mnning 
clubs in England and Wales.” 

Among the haul of items in¬ 
cluded in the time capsule are pho¬ 
tos, programmes, stickers, badges 
and information about clubs and 
the federation. 


The intention is for future YFC 
members to dig up the capsule in 
2058 so they can find out what life 
as a young farmer was like in 2014. 

Chris Manley, member of Culm 
Valley YFC and NFYFC’s Na¬ 
tional Vice Chairman of Council, 
said: “We are very excited to be 


burying the National Federation of 
Young Farmers’ Clubs’ time cap¬ 
sule in Hemyock to mark our 80th 
year. There’s an impressive collec¬ 
tion of items inside celebrating all 
that is great about YFCs today and 
I am sure it will interest the young 
farmers of the future.” 


Scouts break with St George’s Day tradition 


FOR many years the 1st Hemyock Scout 
Group and Hemyock Brownies have at¬ 
tended the Tiverton District annual St 
George’s Day Parade and Service at Tiver¬ 
ton, but this year chose to break with tra- 
diton and hold their own service at the 
local parish church of St Mary’s. 

Youngsters paraded from the parish hall 
to the church followed by a number of 
family and supporters. 

The service, was attended by Ron Pur¬ 
cell, Acting Group Scout Deader and 
Deputy District Commisioner, and saw 
The Reverend David Burton welcome a 
large congregation before Assistant Scout 
Deader Andy Batten gave a brief intro¬ 
duction. 

The renewal of Scout, Cub and Brownie 


Promises took place and a talk was given 
by John Northam who spoke of St 
George before recalling some Hemyock 
Scouting history. Hymns had been chosen 
by the young people with a representative 
from each group reading the prayers they 
had written. 

A highlight of the service was an award 
ceremony with nine youngsters receving 
The Chief Scouts Gold Award from Scout 
leader Richard Betteridge, along with 
Chief Scout Silver Awards presented to 11 
Cubs by Cub Scout leader, Julie Betteridge. 

After parading back through the village 
and Scout AGM took place when Matt 
Ateyo was presented with his certificate as ■ LEAVING St Mary's Church - carrying the 
an assistant Scout Leader before everyone Union Flag is Erika Jordan and the St George's 
enjoyed a barbeque. flag is Haydn Hayes 



ADVERTISERS ANNOUNCEMENT 


Launch event for new wedding 
venue in the Blackdown Hills 




We would like to invite you 
to our beautiful Haymeadow on 

Bank Holiday Monday 
5th May 2014 ~ 12-3.30pm 

Bawd in the toautifiO Blucki1o*n 
H ills AOKB, The Ha>foeado*r offers 
a fojautifti!, unusual and unique venue 
to bust your wedding or event. 

Our traditional ramns mnrvjuoc will tv 
up. beautifully decorated and utitoed to 
showcase a number of local suppliers 

And it's nn< all about weddings! 

We will have plenty of fetr game* to 
rntcrUin you and ymir family. 

So why nut come and enjoy an afternoon 
in the beautiful countryside and see 
what wr have to offer! 



The Hiymeidn* duahstnnion TmaAoci Somerset T.Vl 
More inform iffo* tw he found it wvyw bUrfofownrwitw. m xk 

Orcooud Omni* tin. 

enqume^NoctoJownf^eiitr.oo.uk • o?53!lVto*.|7 


Wedding Open Day & Fete - Bank Holiday 
Monday 5th May 2014,12 midday - 3.30pm 


A new and exciting wedding and 
events venue is hosting its first 
Open Day & Fete on bank holi¬ 
day Monday 5th May 2014, between 12 
midday and 3.30pm at The 
Haymeadow, a 6 acre traditional 
Haymeadow set in the heart of the 
Blackdown Hills AONB, only a mile from 
the Devon/Somerset border and within 
easy reach of the M5 and the 
A303/A30. 

The venue offers the exclusive hire of 
the meadow along with a silk lined tra¬ 
ditional poled canvas marquee, luxury 
toilets, a catering marquee, tables and 



chairs and much more for your wed¬ 
ding day or event. We aim to provide 
something very different to other ven¬ 
ues, a space to make your own with 
rustic charm and elegance in abun¬ 
dance. 

To celebrate the official launch of the 
venue we are hosting the open day to 
showcase what we have to offer, along 
with a number of local exhibitors, all 
from either Somerset or Devon. Not 
just an open day, we will have live 
music, demonstrations to inspire, 
plenty of games to join in with and 
local refreshments. 



Exhibitors include caterers, florists, 
photographers, transport providers, 
stationers, equipment hire providers, 
cake makers, events planners, beauty 
professional and entertainment 
providers. All suppliers have been se¬ 
lected for their quirky, unusual and 
original products or services. We will 
have a bouncy castle, fete games, 
cream teas, cocktails and lots lots more. 
So if you are looking for a slightly differ¬ 
ent wedding venue, want to meet local 
suppliers or would are just looking for 
a fun day out why not come along and 
see what we have to offer. 



Contact: Gemma Sparks on 07533 340847 / enquiries@blackdownevents.co.uk 

www.blackdownevents.co.uk 

www.facebook.com/blackdownevents/Twitter: @blackdownevents 
The Haymeadow, Broad Street, Churchstanton, Taunton, Somerset TA3 7RH 
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134 High Street, Homtoo, Devon, EX 14 1JP - 01404 42436 - www.bestsofhooiton.co.uk 
CUSTOMER CAR PARK OFF OF KING STREET WITH ACCESS TO REAR OF STORE- BROWSE AT 

YOUR LEISURE 

HOME SERVICE SELECTION ON ELECTRIC LIFT & RISE RECLINE RS, FIRESIDE CHAIRS AND CARPETS 

& VYNILS 


CHOICES AS INDIVIDUAL AS YOU 


A bed specifically tailored to your exact requirements is essential to restful sieep and your own personal sense of wellbeing. 
With the Harrison Bed Tailor Collection, endless options allow you to specify your own personal requirements; a truly bespoke 

service. 

Any width, any length, any height and even a choice of firmness 



STOtAGf 

soiunoMS 


SHERBORNE HAVE OVER 80 YEARS OF BRITISH FURNITURE 
MANUFACTURING TRADITION BEHIND THEM, we are delighted to 
present the largest display in the area of their distinctive and 
mprehensive range of high quality upholstery and their exciting 
new range of Adjustable Beds. 



RELAXING RECLINER CHAIRS AND SOFAS, TRADITIONAL WING CHAIRS AND UPHOLSTERED SUITES AS WELL AS FREEDOM BRINGING 
UFT & RISE RECLINERS ARE ON DISPLAY FOR YOU TO EXPERIENCE TRUE COMFORT AND SUPPORT _ 


MOST 1ST TIME CUSTOMERS ARE PLEASANTLY 
SURPRISED BY THE SIZE OF OUR STORE AND THE 
CHOICE OF CARPETS, BEDS, FURNITURE AND 
UPHOLSTERY ON SHOW OVER TWO FLOORS. 

Belonging to a buying group ensures competitive pricing, being and 
independent business ensures friendly personal attention and efficient 
service A free customer car parte allows customers to browse at their leisure 
making informed choices that lead to a rewarding & enjoyable shopping 

experience 


1000's of carpet samples to choose from, 
we measure, providing a free estimate. I 
and fit with our own qualified and 
experienced fitters, we can dispose of 
your existing flooring and move furniture 
if required 



BEAUTIFUL OAK, PINE & PAINTED UVING DINING 
AND BEDROOM FURNITURE 




10% OFF 
CARPETS 
DURING 
MAY 




I! ’ll I I I 
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Young and old triumph in ploughing match 


MORE than 40 vintage 
tractors and 50 hedgelay- 
ers set about turning 25 
acres on a Cotley farm 
into the best kept fields in 
Somerset. 

The sound of the tractor 
engines powering along, 
mixed with the conversa¬ 
tions of competitors and 
spectators, created a bril¬ 
liant atmosphere at the re¬ 
cent Cotley ploughing and 


hedgelaying competition 

Each ploughing com¬ 
petitor was given a por¬ 
tion of the field with four 
hours to create the perfect 
plough. 

Bob Johnson, father and 
grandfather of a local Cot¬ 
ley farming family, 
showed how it was done 
in his Ford 5,000. 

The original horse 
power, a team of two Suf¬ 


folk Punch horses, was 
also there to show how it 
all used to be done, which 
proved to be a real crowd 
pleaser. Spectators were 
invited to give it a go, 
steering the plough down 
the furrow behind the tra¬ 
ditionally turned out 
horses. The horses were 
very keen to plough and 
did an excellent job of 
turning over the soil. The 


xford 

Shakespeare 
Company 

I 

On Sunday 17th August 

In the Lamb & Flag Garden 
matinee and evening show 
Full details will be available shortly 

Lamb & Flag, Blagdon Hill - 01823 421736 



This 

summer 
2014 will 
perform 


vintage tractors and 
horses created two very 
neatly ploughed fields 
ready to be worked. 

On the hedges either 
side of the two fields the 
competition was fierce yet 
again for the annual Cot¬ 
ley hedgelaying competi¬ 
tion, with competitors 
coming from far and 
wide, as well as local 
hands showing what they 
could do. 

The competition was 
split into four categories; 
novice pairs, ladies, inter¬ 
mediate and open. 

The youngest competi¬ 
tor was Jack Pyman, aged 
nine, who has been com¬ 
peting alongside his fa¬ 
ther, Richard, since he 
was seven. Both follow 
the Cotley hounds regu¬ 
larly and Richard was 
eyeing up the prospect of 
jumping the laid hedges 
next season. Historically 
hedges were laid for this 
very reason. 

Jack's older brother 
James, 14, was also com¬ 
peting with friend Fred 
Ransford, also 14. The 
two boys laid a hedge re¬ 
sulting in a Highly Com¬ 
mended award in their 
class and the overall 
award for best Cotley 
Supporter. 

Malcom Dowling, who 
was competing in the 


(PxitUj ct So4l 

l uniral Directors 

I si 1893 


Pring and Sons serving the local community 
in the Blackdown Hills and Culm Valley 
with four generations of tradition providing 
a personalised, friendly and professional service, 
to meet each family's individual requirements. 

Most arrangements made in your own home. 

Tel : 01823 680405 Mob : 07860 390002 (24hr) 

Email : pringandson@aol.com 

www.pring-and-son-funeral-directors.co.uk 

Culmstock Road, Hemyock EX 15 3RJ 


open class, won the Vet¬ 
eran/Over 6's award. 

The ladies class was 
very successful, resulting 
in hedges that truly gave 
the boys a run for their 
money. 

Winner of the ladies 
class was Emma Staple- 
forth. 

Winning the novice 
pairs and the Young Farm¬ 
ers prize was Jack Ellis 
and Dan Strawbridge. The 
pair were keen to show 
their skills in hedgelaying 
and will be progressing up 
to intermediate next year. 

The open class was for 
the very experienced 
hedgelayers to battle it out 
for the top spot. Cham¬ 
pion of this class was 
Martin Turner, Chairman 
of the Blackdown Hills 
Hedge Association. Just 
pipped to the post was 
Stuart Drew, a local 
farmer from Yarcombe. 

All competitors created 
beautifully laid hedges 
that were very much ad¬ 
mired by the hundreds of 
spectators who turned up 
to watch. 

This event raised more 
than £1,000 for the Dorset 
and Somerset Air Ambu¬ 
lance. 

The committee would 
like to thank sponsors of 
the event: Pearse Seeds, 
River Cottage, Simon 
Burrough Engineering 
and Alastair Townshend, 
Farrier, for their support. 
Hedgelaying competition 





■ PRIZEWINNERS from the day 


Results: Novice Pairs:first 

- Dan Strawbridge and 
Jack Ellis, second - Julia 
Thomas and Chris Clax- 
ton, third - Sam and Chris 
Grabham; Ladies Class: 
first - Emma Stapleforth 
and second - Catriona 
Paton; Intermediate Class: 
first - Alex Bown, second 

- Steve Mccullough, third 

- Clive Bethell; Open 
Class: first - Martin 
Turner, second - Stuart 
Drew, third - Russell 
Woodham, and fourth - 


Terry Coombe; 

Veteran/Over 60s: Mal¬ 
colm Dowling; Best 
Young Farmer Jack Ellis 
and Dan Strawbridge. 

The Results from the 
Ploughing Competition: 
Novice Class: first - Tony 
Odwyer, second - Colin 
Larcombe, third - Tom 
Chubb, and fourth - James 
Farthing; Trailed Ploughs: 
first - Trevor Miles, sec¬ 
ond - Brian Johnston, 
third - Mike Pugh, fourth 
- Paul Mansini, and fifth - 


Male Trott; Mounted 
Ploughs: first - T Ascott, 
second - B Carter, third - 
Tony Ayre, fourth - Roly 
Collett, and fifth - Robert 
Johnson; Best Lady: 
Leslie Proctor; Best 
Achievement: Colin Lar¬ 
combe from Chard. 
Chardstock Vintage Trac¬ 
tor and Machinery Club 
committee and members 
would like to thank Marry 
Perry, Tom Eames and 
family, for their hard work 
and kind hospitality. 



HEDGELAYING in progress 



■ HEAVY horses ploughing 
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PROVIDING REFUGE FOR UNWANTED ANIMALS 




New Digs for Dogs 

Rehomlng Cenre Appeal 


Feme Animal Sanctuary are appealing for help to build a new kennel block 
and rehoming centre on the site of the existing kennels at the Sanctuary. 


The build will commence in March 2014, and will enable the 
Sanctuary to house twice the number of dogs at any one time, greatly 
increasing the impact that we have on rehoming in the area. 


Please help us raise the £1 million it 
will cost to build the Rehoming Centre 



Helps to pay for a brick for the Rehoming 
Centre. You will receive a certificate 
acknowledging your kind donation , 
which can be sent as a Christmas gift. 



Will help us to reduce our energy costs as the new 
Rehoming Centre will be a great deal more energy 
efficient. Donations of this amount will be displayed 
on our gold donation board and you will receive an 
invitation to the grand opening ceremony. 


£50-£250 

Helps towards the build, which is due to 
start in March 2014. Donations of this 
amount will be displayed on a green 
donation board in the rehoming centre. 

£1,000 or more 

All donations of £1,000 or more will be 
acknowledged on our platinum display 
board. There is a list of items available to 
sponsor on application. 



£250-£500 

Will help towards laying the foundations of 
a new life for the hundreds of dogs that 
Feme rehomes every year. Your name will 
be displayed on the silver donation board. 

$£ 5,000 

Sponsors a whole kennel. 

Your name or business name will be 
engraved on a plaque and displayed 
on the kennel front. 



\\rr*a/ s 


Chard, Wambrook, Somerset TA20 3DH - 01460 65214 

www.ferneanimalsanctuary.org 
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LeisureReview 


To advertise 
contact 
Rose Siwek 
on 01297 35750 


Devon gears up for county show 


THE Devon County Agricultural Association, organisers 
of the Devon County Show, the county’s largest annual 
event, is gearing up for a double celebration this year. 

This year will be the 119th county show, an annual cel¬ 
ebration of farming, food and the countryside, and it is 
25 years since the association took ownership of the 
Westpoint showground, which is home to the county 
show. 

Tickets are on sale now for the Devon County Show - 
known as the South West’s agricultural showing season 
curtain-raiser, as well as offering a great day out for all 
the family. 

The event will take place from Thursday, May 22nd to 
Saturday, May 24th. 

Show Secretary Ollie Allen said: “We are putting on a 
show to raise everyone’s spirits. The wettest winter since 
records began has taken its toll on us all, especially those 
whose homes and livelihoods have been so badly af¬ 
fected by flooding. We hope by May that we will be 
coming out the other side of this crisis and everyone will 
be able to enjoy a much-needed, good day out.” 

More than 95,000 visitors are expected to flock into 
the showground over three full days, getting a taste of 
country living and enjoying traditional - and fun enter¬ 
tainment. 

The show will see the “creme de la creme” of the live¬ 
stock, equine, fur and feather world walking away with 
colourful rosettes and sashes. 

Taking centre stage in the Mole Valley Farmers main 
arena will be the Kangaroo Kids - Australian stunt men 
Matt Coulter and his son Sam, who will be providing 
a thrilling display of quad bike aerobatics. Nearby 
motor power will be replaced with human strength as 
Savage Skills live up to its reputation as the UK’s lead¬ 
ing freestyle mountain bike stunt team. 

Some of the Main Attractions include: 


• Westpoint Hall: Devon’s largest temporary cattle 
shed housing up to 600 beef and dairy cattle with 
nearly 20 breeds on display. In addition to the cattle, 
the show hopes to beat the numbers who exhibited last 
year. There could be more than 1,400 sheep, over a 
1,000 horses, hundreds of goats, guinea pigs, rabbits, 
pigeons and poultry. There’s also a dog show. 
•Natwest & Other Livestock Arenas: Watch the judges 
use their expertise to choose the best of the rest in the 
bovine world. 

• Sheep Shearing Pavilion: All-action sheep shearing 
at this purpose built-facility, which hosts fast-paced 
competitions and demonstrations. 

• Agricultural Trade Area: The area is brimming with 
exhibitors offering the very latest in farm machinery 
and equipment and advisory services. 

• Bees and Honey: Devon Beekeepers give visitors 
the opportunity to see a colony of bees in an observa¬ 
tion hive and leam about honey and wax-based prod¬ 
ucts. 

• Show-jumping: Exciting competitions for profes¬ 
sional and amateur riders. 

• Food and Drink: The Food and Drink Pavilion is 
filled with local producers and features a demonstration 
kitchen where chefs cook up nutritious treats using local 
produce. New for this year will be the ‘Meat Matters’ 
demonstrations - a team from West Country Family 
Butchers will be showing how one large joint can be 
transformed into numerous family meals. 

• Country Life Area: With its own lake, this area fea¬ 
tures demonstrations and events reflecting a wide range 
of country pursuits, activities and rural skills. 

Tickets are available in advance either from the Show 
website www.devoncountyshow.co.uk , the tickets hot¬ 
line 01392 353700 or from high street outlets. 


Twills and thrills at weaving workshop 



THE Spinners and Weavers 
Workshop has its’ own ded¬ 
icated building, situated 
just on the outskirts of 
Taunton. 

This unique facility has 
been established for many 
years and offers courses in 
spinning and weaving pro¬ 
viding all the equipment re¬ 
quired for new students to 
undertake their first project. 

Items made by the weav¬ 
ing group range from 
scarves, cushion covers, 
floor rugs, wraps, shoulder 
bags, wall hangings and 
many more. 


The group are enthusias¬ 
tic and encourage each 
other to experiment with 
different techniques and de¬ 
signs. With the availability 
of so many different yams, 
including their own home 
spun wool, beautiful silk, 
merino, cashmere, textured 
and novelty yarns they are 
able to produce interesting 
and unique items. 

The workshop is holding 
open days on Saturday, 
May 10th and Sunday, May 
11th from 10am to 4pm. 

There will be the oppor¬ 
tunity for visitors to “have 


■ WEAVERS at work 

a go”, talk to students and 
tutors, see a selection of 
completed projects and 
generally find out more 
about the craft. 

The Spinners and 


Weavers Workshop is 
based in Staplehay, 
Taunton, TA3 7GH. 

For more information 
contact Sarah Downer 
01823 601245. 


Spring and summer activities launched 


A NEW programme of outdoor activities in the Black- 
down Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 
has been launched for spring and summer 2014. 

There are more than 40 events running between April 
1st and September 30th, including wildlife weekends, 
courses and walks. 

There are opportunities to take part in outdoor volun¬ 
teering days, or learn new skills like bush-craft, bat de¬ 
tecting and plant identification. There is a festival of home 
produce where visitors can find out how to work with na¬ 
ture on their own patch. Or you may prefer to simply revel 
in birdsong and beauty on a walk through this stunning 
landscape. 

There are walks to suit everyone, from night-time ad¬ 
ventures and dawn chorus experiences to gentle strolls 
through wildflower meadows. 

The Blackdown Hills Countryside Events programme 


is available from local Tourist Information Centres, li¬ 
braries, and shops. Request a copy by calling 01823 
680681, or visit www.blackdownhillsaonb.org.uk. 

Vintage bus display 

TAUNTON will be travelling back in time to the days 
of bus conductors and open top tours with a vintage bus 
day. 

The Taunton Vintage Bus Display will take place on 
Sunday, May 11th from 10.30am to 4.30pm at Castle 
Green, Taunton (TA1 4AD). 

There will be free bus rides throughout the day and 
stalls selling books, models and memorabilia. 

For more information visit www.tauntonrunning- 
day.wordpress.com/ or e-mail tauntonrunni- 
ngday @ yahoo .co .uk. 



Blackdown Hills 

Business Association 


BHBA Women in Business 

Coffee Morning at the Blackdown Healthy 
Living & Activity Centre, Hemyock 
Wednesday, 14 May 2014,10am to 12noon 
FREE - Please book your place 

Angela Dawson, Manager of the Blackdown Healthy Living & 
Activity Centre, has invited BHBA women in business 
members to a coffee morning at the Healthy Living Centre, 
Riverside, Hemyock EX15 3SH -www.bhlac.org.uk on 
Wednesday, 14 May, 10am to 12 noon. 

Following the popular women in business event at the 
Candlelight Inn in January, which attracted over 30 women 
in business, Val Baker said that 'we have decided to run a few 
extra women events during the year, in additon to our other 
social and networking events. We are looking forward to 
visiting the Healthy Living Centre - which offers well- 
appointed meeting rooms for hire, exercise classes and 
appointments with skilled complementary therapists, in 
addition to a range of other care services for parents, carers 
and elderly people.' 

Please book this event through Val Baker at the BHBA on 
01823 681484 or email her at info@bhba.org.uk. 

With thanks to the Blackdown Healthy Living & Activity 
Centre who are hosting this event and will kindly provide tea 
and coffee. 


BHBA at St Ivel House, Station Road, Hemyock, Cullompton, Devon EX15 3SJ. 
E: info@bhba.org.uk or T: 01823 681484 www.bhba.org.uk. 
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ADVERTISERS ANNOUNCEMENT 


Absolute Care SOUTH WEST 
is a family run domiciliary care 
agency based in Honiton 


We offer all aspects of care including personal care, 
domestic help, cooking, shopping, pet care, 
transport, befriending, sleep ins and waking nights 
and help with budgeting and bills. In fact anything 
to enable a person to remain in their own home. 
We also cover the rural areas including the 
Blackdown Hills. 

Our care can vary from an hour a week to full live in 
support. 

Richard Read, BSc. (Hons), MA., Dip.SW 


We offer a service to any adult who requires it, short 
or long term.This covers post-hospital support. As 
well as domiciliary care this includes supported 
living for vulnerable adults. 

Given the management qualifications and 
substantial experience in mental health, we are also 
interested in offering support for people with more 
complex conditions such as Alzheimer's disease 
and dementia. 


Joanna Read, MA (Hons), MA., Dip.SW, Ad.Dip.ASW 







Providing G 
in your Own Home 


Local staff always welcome 


Absolute Care South West Ltd 
Telephone/Fax: 01404 44698 Mobile: 07442 492479 

Email: info@abcsw.co.uk 

Absolute Care Southwest Ltd registered with the Care Quality Commission (2012) 

East Devon (including the Blackdown Hills) 


BHBA Women 
in Business 
Coffee Morning 


June Social & Supper at Woodhayes near Honiton 

Tuesday, 10 June at 6.30pm for 7pm 

£15 per head (for Blackdown Hills-sourced buffet) 


at the Blackdown 
Healthy Living 
& Activity Centre, 
Hemyock 

Wednesday, 
14 May 2014, 

10am to 12noon 

FREE 


We are delighted to be visiting Wood¬ 
hayes for our summer social. Fiona and 
Greg Page-Turner have been members 
of the BHBA for many years and we are 
very grateful to them for hosting our 
summer event. 

Woodhayes Farm is located on the edge 
of the Blackdown Hills. The Page-Turner 
family Have farmed at Woodhayes since 
1960 initially dairy, then beef and 
sheep. In the last decade, they have di¬ 
versified the farm into a Small rural 
business centre, offering 12 office units 
for small businesses. 

Their current tenants include, busi¬ 
nesses that specialise in education, a pi- 
lates Studio, farm accounts, business 
psychologist, retail gadgets, medical ac¬ 
cessories and a major roofing contrac¬ 
tor. 

The latest addition to the farm diversifi¬ 


cation is the newly converted Dutch 
Barn which now is the home to the NFU 
Mutual and Greg Page-Turner's art 
gallery and business meeting space. 
This has been designed to offer a choice 
of two meetings rooms that can be 
hired for business and private functions. 
There will also be some paintings on 
display for you to view in the new 
gallery.Woodhayes also has a self-cater¬ 
ing holiday accommodation which can 
be viewed if available. 

Come and see what the Page-Turner 
family have done with their farm diver¬ 
sification and meet some of the busi¬ 
ness tenants who have their businesses 
at Woodhayes Farm. Supper including a 
glass of Otter Bitter will be sourced from 
the Blackdown Hills and served by El¬ 
lises Farm of Hemyock. The cost is £15 
per head. 


Menu 

12 hour Slow Cooked Smoked, 
Gloucester Old Spot Pork, served in a 
Common Loaf Spelt Bread Roll with Homemade 
Coleslaw and Salads 

Followed by Otter Valley Icecream for Dessert 



To book, please see www.bhba.org.uk or contact Val Baker on 01823 681484 
Please let us know if you are a vegetarian or if you have any special dietary requirements. 
You will need to book your place by Tuesday 3 June. 

We are very grateful to Halco and Simkins Edwards for Sponsoring a keg of Otter Brewery Bitter. 


bh 

ba 



Blackdown Hills 

Business Association 


BHBA at St Ivel House, Station Road, 
Hemyock, Cullompton, Devon EX15 3SJ. 
E: info@bhba.org.uk or T: 01823 681484 www.bhba.org.uk. 


Please book 
your place 
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Local Services 



FOR A COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE 

QUALITY, RELIABILITY AND PEACE OF MIND ASSURED 


Cleaning Services 


A Friendly Team Of Window Cleaners 

GUARANTEED a professional and 
satisfactory job to the highest standards. 

Reliable &Trustworthy 

We can clean your windows inside and out 
including frames and sills 

We also clean and empty gutters, drain pipes, fascias, 
conservatories, roofs and garage doors. 


CALL 01884 840 037 or 07778 899 685 
for a FREE estimate 
12 Kitwell Street, Uffculme, 
Cullompton, Devon, EX15 3AP 


Garages 


Tytherleigh Vehicle Electrics ^ ^ 

• ALL LEADING BRANDS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 

• KUHMO TYRE DEALERS 

• FREE INFLATION ON KUMHO TYRES 

• ALL INCLUSIVE PRICES, INCLUDING NEW VALVES, 
WHEEL BALANCING AND TYRE DISPOSAL 

WE STILL SPECIALISE IN AUTO-ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

• ENGINE MANAGEMENT DIAGNOSTICS 

• ABS & AIRBAG TESTING & REPAIR 

• AIR CONDITIONING, BATTERIES, ALTERNATORS & STARTERS 

• GENERAL AUTO-ELECTRICAL REPAIRS 

Leach Road, Qiard Business Park, 

Chard, Somerset TA20 1 FA 01460 64255 




Tel: (01823) 272260 or 0788 545 1628 

KEV'S CLEANING SERVICES LTD 

Est 1986 


Countryside Management 


Land management for non-farmers 


• Hedging, ditching, draining and all types of fencing 

• Unwieldy gardens, hedges and fences restored 

• Pasture management (topping, spraying, rolling, 
liming & re-seeding) 

• Groundworks, drives, gateways concreting yards 

• Welding repairs and steel fabrications 

• Storage, containers and yard 

We have the machinery and expertise to tackle most 
estate management problems - both 
big and small - from five practical 
farmers. Just ring for free quote. 


Five Farmers 

Countryside Management Ltd 


01460 234472 www.fivefarmers.co.uk 


ADVERTISERS ANNOUCEMENT 


Specialist property design 
services for historic buildings 


The Blackdown Hills Business Association is pleased 
to welcome Heritage Property Design to its member¬ 
ship. The business is run by Sam Elliott-Smith, a fully 
qualified interior design consultant specialising in 
exclusive design for residential and commercial listed 
and period properties. The company creates and man¬ 
ages beautiful authentic historic interior designs and 
sympathetic contemporary designs. It also provides a 
range of consultancy, management and commercial 
services for historic property owners and managers. 
Recent work by the company includes projects with the 
Award Winning Grade I Combe House in Gittisham 
where Sam compiled a historic design and architec¬ 
tural report for their commercial use and designed an 
authentic Victorian scheme for one of their suites. She 
is also beginning a number of interior design related 
marketing initiatives with the hotel. 

Sam is also working on a design for a new shop in Cul¬ 
lompton owned by local specialist builder and funeral 
director Martin Pring of Pring & Sons. The shop will be 
open later on in the year and offer a comfortable and 
welcoming environment for Pring & Sons customers to 
discuss funeral arrangements for their loved ones. 
Heritage Property Design have expertise in historic ar¬ 
chitectural design and listed planning law and can take 
away the huge burden of time and worry out of prop¬ 
erty enhancement and development by acting as a 
central point of contact, co-ordinating a full range of 
services from interior design and project management, 
research, reports listed planning applications, conser¬ 
vation and maintenance planning. 

The business can advise historic building owners and 
managers on their approach to a project at the earliest 
stage, factoring in likely responses from conservation 
officers and advising on how to work with the character 
of a property. The full interior design service includes 
project management as well as the technical design, 


HERITAGE 
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visuals, schedules, specifications, sourcing of goods 
and co-ordinating the appropriate specialist trades, tra¬ 
ditional techniques, surveyors and architects. 

Listed properties especially, need regular maintenance 
to prevent any issues, such as damp, from escalating 
and to meet the legal responsibilities of the owners. 
The conservation and enhancement service focuses 
on sustainability, it offers a co-ordinated and tailored 
plan of on-going maintenance and renovation, dealing 
with building issues before they escalate which saves 
money in the long term. 

Sam explains that “Listed property owners have a legal 
obligation to maintain the special interest of their build¬ 
ing, both internally and externally. Many repairs require 
listed planning consent and owners can feel restricted 
by their home’s design when it conflicts with the re¬ 
quirements of modern living and the desire to be en¬ 
ergy efficient. We seek to integrate our interior design 
with the practicalities of managing the sustainability of 
these buildings, and to help our clients handle the is¬ 
sues involved so that they can continue to enjoy living 
and working in their properties.” 

For businesses operating from historic buildings, Her¬ 
itage Property Design works to integrate interior design 
with marketing strategies, raising awareness and ex¬ 
tending branding to provide optimum commercial ben¬ 
efits both throughout the life of a project and when a 
design project is launched. The business also designs 
and consults for clients producing historical sets for 
photography, events, theatre and other media. 

For agents and owners of historic properties wishing 
to sell, Heritage Property Design provides a home 
staging service to provide practical help and advice on 
how to improve their home’s speed of sale. 

Find out more about how Heritage Property Design 
could help you, contact Sam Elliott-Smith on tel: 01823 
680497 or go to www.heritagepropertydesign.co.uk. 



in the Blackdown Hills 


Furniture & Joinery 


avid Lloyd 

CABINET MAKER 

Unit 3a Marcus Road Dunkeswell 
Honiton Devon EX 14 4LA 
01404 891800 
w w w.davidrlloy d .co .uk info @ davidrlloy d .co .uk 




Kitchens, Furniture And Bespoke 

B . Joinery. Please Visit 
* My Website To See 
My Extensive Portfolio. 


For all your advertising 
needs in the Blackdown Hills 
phone 01297 35750 


Gardens 


ORN HAYES 
MURSERY 

1 Quality Trees 
from Devon 

■l Westcountry Apple Trees 
* (plus other fruit trees), 

* Ornamental Trees, Hedging, 
Choice Shrubs, Courses Run, 
Advisory Service 

Opening hours: 8am-4pm Mon to Fri 
9.30am-2pm Sat 

Thornhayes Nursery, Dulford, Cullompton EX15 2DF. 

> 01884 266746 www.thornhayes-nursery.co.uk 



Sheds and 
Summerhouses 

• All garden timer buildings and structures 
■ Thatching service to all of our products 

• Living vans and shepherds huts 

• Dovecotes to workshops and log stores 

• Carpentry etc, shed refelts 

• Custom and standard builds 

• Base preparation and installations 

www.oakandiron.co.uk 

LOG STORES 

1.8 x 1.2 x 0.8m.£160.00 

1.5 x 1.2 x 0.8m.£150.00 

1.2 x 1.0 x 0.6m.£130.00 

1.0 x 1.0 x 0.6m.£125.00 

WHEELIE BIN AND RECYCLE BOX STORES 

1.3 x 0.8 x 0.8m bin .£130.00 

1.3 x 0.8 x 0.8m shelves .£145.00 

Buy both for.£250.00 

Other sizes available call for details 

Tel: 01297 34509 Mob: 07773 182929 
Email: joseph@oakandiron.co.uk 


Peter Cooper 

Tel: 07940 589734 

•-mail: i 


Set Build / Carpentry / Jo*>ery 
Hardwood Flooring/ Furniture 



Fencing / Decking 
Kitchens / Shopfitung 



Plumbing and Electrical 


Vjarc PLUMBING & HEAT 


Q arc ELECTRICAL 


arc solar 

A 

Arc Taunton Ltd 

Unit A Blackdown Business Park, Sylvan Road, 

m 


Wellington, Somerset TA21 8ST 
Call us: 01823 665181 

info@arctaunton.com - www.arctaunton.com 


+- 


Logs 


BURNWORTHY LOGS 

Seasoned and dry hardwood 
Multiple load sizes available 
Kindling also available 


Contact Jake 01823 601588 
Mobile 0782 4448719 
www.burnworthylogs.co.uk 
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RESIDENTIAL SALES AND LETTINGS . MORTGAGES • VALUERS • COMMERCIAL . LAND & NEW HOMES • COUNTRY * EQUESTRIAN 


Derbyshire’s 


A Complete property service for the 
Blackdown Hills and surrounding areas. 

01460 63600 


A SPECIALIST MARKETING SERVICE FOR RURAL PROPERTIES 

At Derbyshire’s we recognise that village and rural properties require specialist marketing, and 
have a department which just specialises in these properties covering the villages and hamlets 
between Yeovil and Taunton. Our service was recently described by Marcus Whewell, CEO of the 
Guild of Professional Estate Agents, as “unique/f filling the gsp betaven afore the High Stmt Agents finish and 
the Country House Iwys fogtn 



Staplegrove, Taunton - £750,000 

A 16th century grade II listed detached house with 
countryside views. 7 bedrooms, 2 co-suite** bathroom, 
lounge, drawing room, dining room, breakfast room, 
kitchen, hobbies room, reception room, utility room, rear 
porch, cellar, workshop, gardeners WC t store room, 
double garage and gcorgian landscaped gardens of 
approximately an acre. Oil fired central beating 



Higher Chillington - £675,000 

A substantial 3 bedroom rural character cottage set in its 
own grounds of approximately 5 acres. 

Outside there is a double garage, driveway with ample 
parking set in approximately 5 acres belonging to the 
property consist of paddocks, woodland and formal 
gardens area . The property has wealth of period 
features and the gardens enpoy panoramic country 
views. An additional 10.79 acre(approximate)is available 
by separate negotiations. 


London Property Exhibition 13th June 2014 

As members of the Guild of Professional Estate Agents, our properties are marketed through the Guild’s 
prestigious offices in Park Lane London throughout the year. However in addition we hold regular Somerset 
Property Exhibitions during which we completely take over and staff live Guild’s offices. Thin provides us with a unique 
opportunity to sit down with London Buyers and discuss their individual requirements, effectively taking our property 

portfolio to tendon. 

Our Summer exhibition this year is to be held on 13th June. 



Derbyshire’s 


r. 


Man*it. Bond - Village and Country 


n m/ f- » w ttirif m - 

If you think your property would benefit from our specialist 
approach to rural properties please contact: 

Marcus Bond from The Village & Country team on 01460 63600. 


If riqhtmcve 


www.dcrbyshires.net 
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RODGERS 

www. odgerssouthwest.com 



Blagdon Hill, Near Taunton £725,000 

A substantial detached four bed roomed family home composing drawing room, dirung room, study, kitchen' 
breakfast room, conservatory, master bedroom suite with hilly fined dressing room.Three further bedrooms 
one en-sulte. family bathroom,A range of outbuJdtngt and stables wnh surrounding land approKho* 9 acres. 
WonderM wews Call 01823 2S2 50016 View Immediate Possesion Pusvbl* 




Taunton Town £179,950 


An extended sew-detached bouse in Taunton. 4 beds, 25* krtchem’dining, Utlity room. 
Study, adpeent showenWC. Two Garages and off road parking for two vehiclevViews 
over open countryside.This property stands out from the crowd. Call 01823 252500 



Wiveliscombe £340,000 


Ideal Holiday Home . Chapel Gallery is a stylish conversion of a detached stone chapel 
with contemporary modern intenor. Many original features remain. Kxchen. srttjpg and 
dnr^g areas, master bedroom suite 2/3 further bedrooms, famdy bathroom Call 01823 
252 S00 


www.rodgerssouthwest.com 


Town and Country Property Specialists since 1988 

18 Bridge Street Taunton Somerset TA1 1UB T01823 252 500 E sateslfrodgerssouth.ve--com 
Offices covering: DEVON SOMERSET BUCKINGHAMSHIRE HERTFORDSHIRE MIDDLESEX 
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ARLA 

STAGS 

Residential Lettings 

K-i-iidentuil Ifc’LnQ Ajfots 



Greenham 


A charming 2 bedroom un/part furnished recently decorated cottage 
situated on a working farm in a pretty rural location. Gravelled garden and 
parking. Eco electric heating. Tenant fees apply. Web Find: 66458 

£575pcm Taunton 01823 447355 





Kentisbeare 


A part furnished annexe situated in a popular village location. Open plan 
sitting room/kitchen. Bathroom. Parking. Available Immediately. EPC Band 
C. Suit Single Person.Tenant Fees Apply. Web Find: 65221 

£475 pcm Tiverton 01884 232872 



Culmstock 

A two bedroom unfurnished barn conversion situated on the edge of Culmstock. 
Open plan living space. Two bathrooms. Parking. ENSH. Suit professional single/ 
couple. Available end April. EPC Band F. Tenant Fees Apply. Web Find: 33581 

£650 pcm Tiverton 01884 232872 



A very well presented 3 bedroom un/fully furnished contemporary barn 
conversion in this pretty rural village. Courtyard garden and parking. 
Ground source heating. EPC Band E. Tenant fees apply. Web Find: 44221 

£1,300pcm Taunton 01823 447355 


Beautifully refurbished detached cottage in a convenient yet rural location. Kitchen/ 
dining room, utility, cloakroom, sitting room, two double bedrooms, bathroom. Garden, 
parking. OFCH. Available immediately. EPC band D. Tenant fees apply. Web Find: 66031 

£725 pcm Honiton 01404 42553 


A 3 bedroom semi detached U/F cottage situated in an accessible location 
at the foot of the Blackdown Hills. Garden, garage and parking. Long term 
let. EPC Band G. Tenant fees apply. Web Find: 39012 

£575pcm Taunton 01823 447355 



Cornwall 

Devon 

Somerset 

Dorset 

London The West Country Letting Agent , 
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STAGS The West Country is Stags Country 



Detached split level country residence enjoying fine views. Dining & sitting rooms, 
kitchen/breakfast room, utility & wet room, 4 bedrooms, 1 en-suite & bathroom, 5 
garages. Extensive lawns, woodlands and ponds. EPC Band D. Web Find: 54142 

Guide £750,000 Wellington 01823 662822 



Cotleigh 3.4 Acres 


A charming 4 bedroom detached period cottage in a beautiful rural location 
with two adjoining fields and established gardens. 3 Reception rooms plus 
a study. Garage, parking and store. EPC Band E. Web Find: 18469 



Blackdown Hills 49 to 101 Acres 


Privately situated farm set in a beautiful position offering much privacy and seclusion. Period 4 bedroom house, attached cottage for renovation, range of farm 
buildings, productive pasture interspersed with copses, woodland, streams and ponds. Offered for sale as a whole or in up to 3 lots. EPC Band D. 

Web Find: 17511 


Guide £595,000 


Honiton 01404 45885 


Guide £1,235,000 (the whole) 


Farm Agency 01392 680059 



Charming farmhouse located on the lower slopes of the Blackdown Hills comprising 
of hall, 3 receptions, kitchen, utility, 4 Beds, bathroom and shower room. Excellent 
range of outbuildings, gardens and paddocks. EPC Band F. Web Find: 57463 

Guide £575,000 Wellington 01823 662822 


A charming detached 3 bedroom farm house with scope to improve/extend 
in the Blackdown Hills. The property has a wealth of character and charm 
and sits on the edge of this popular village. EPC Band E. Web Find: 66084 

Excess £500,000 Honiton 01404 45885 


Extended four bedroom detached barn conversion located in a fine rural yet 
accessible location with distant views. Kitchen & utility, living room & garden 
room, study/Bed 4,1 en-suite & family bathroom. EPC Band D. Web Find: 44190 

Guide £475,000 Wellington 01823 662822 



U pottery 


Improved period cottage in an accessible position overlooking the Otter Valley. 4 
double bedrooms, 3 reception rooms plus conservatory and kitchen. Landscaped 
gardens, garage, parking and various sheds and stores. EPC Band E. Web Find: 66002 

Guide £460,000 Honiton 01404 45885 



Beacon 


A split level 2 bedroom property designed to take full advantage of the breathtaking 
views to the front. Sitting in an elevated position commanding stunning views 
across the countryside in a rural hamlet. EPC Band D. Web Find: 48391 

Guide £299,950 Honiton 01404 45885 


PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 


For advice and assistance on a variety of issues 
including: 

• Valuations 

• Rural Planning and Diversification 

• Renewables 

• Compulsory Purchase and Compensations 

• Landlord and Tenant Matters 

• Estate Management 

• Agri-Environment Schemes 

Contact Mark Neason on 01823 662822 


Cornwall | Devon | Somerset | Dorset | London 













































